
For centuries, big business has been destroying our environment. In their insatiable 
pursuit of profits, they have endangered the lives of millions of people across the 

planet. Decades of reports and warnings have been published by climate scientists 
raising the alarm about climate change and that urgent action is needed. Yet the 
powers that be have chosen to ignore these warnings.

Now young people everywhere are mobilising to demand something is done by 
governments and politicians. School and college students have led the way, staging 
international walkouts from their classrooms, affecting hundreds of countries and 
thousands of towns and cities across the globe. 

The publishing of the UN’s Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (UNIPCC) 
report on climate change at the end of 2018 was a major turning point in our 
movement.  The report revealed that we have only 12 years to avoid a 2 degree 
temperature increase compared to pre-industrial levels. 

Food scarcity, water shortages, climate related poverty estimated to affect hundreds 
of millions globally, will become more common, leading to more heat related deaths, 
illnesses, suffering and wildfires. 

But what has also been made clear is with whom the responsibility lies for the 
creation of this calamitous situation – the capitalist class, who are the owners of big 
businesses across the globe. Since 1988, only 100 big multinational companies have 
been responsible for 71% of greenhouse emissions globally. 

Chants filling the streets across the country of ‘system change not climate change’ 
are a reflection of our awakening to the fact that the actions of individuals in the fight 
against climate change are not enough.

That so few companies – and by extension, the few individuals who profit from the 
private ownership of those companies – could cause such a catastrophic level of 
damage will be horrifying news to millions of working class and young people. 

But this is the logic of capitalism – a system in which the profits of those big business 
owners are prioritised above everything else, including the environment and the 
future of our planet. It’s no coincidence that climate scientists compare the planet’s 
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temperature today to that of the pre-industrial – read 
pre-capitalist – era. Up until the year 2010, it was found 
that only 90 companies had been responsible for 63% of 
all greenhouse emissions since the year 1751!

Across the Atlantic Ocean, in the second most polluting 
country on the planet, the racist, sexist, anti-working 
class President Trump removed America from the Paris 
climate agreement in the summer of 2017. 

In Brazil, home of the Amazon rainforest which 
produces an estimated 20% of the world’s global oxygen 
supply, the open climate change denier and far-right 
Jair Bolsonaro has taken power. Bolsonaro has bragged 
about tearing up the already limited regulations which 
currently protect the Amazon from deforestation. 

And in whose interests do Trump and Bolsonaro and 
the rest of the pro-capitalist governments ultimately act? 
In America, it was in the interests of the shareholders 
of fossil fuel giants BP and ExxonMobil. In Brazil, it 
was in the interests of the logging companies and big 
agri-businesses who want to sink their claws into the 
Amazon rainforest. No matter that these decisions will 
condemn future generations to climate poverty and 
misery – capitalism is willing to exploit every natural 
resource in order to squeeze out the last possible drops 
of profit from them.

While big businesses cynically praise the Paris climate 
agreement publicly, behind the scenes the world’s top 
five oil and gas companies have spent $1 billion since 
the 2015 Paris climate agreement on lobbying and PR to 
obstruct and sink policies addressing climate change! 
That is what we are up against.



For these reasons many students on the climate strikes have drawn the conclusion that 
we need serious action iF we are to Fight For the Future oF our planet. Big sections 

of our movement have clearly rejected the notion that the lifestyle changes of 
individuals alone can save the environment on a permanent basis.

Big businesses everywhere flaunt the incredibly weak and toothless supposed 
‘restrictions’ on their consumption of fossil fuels in their pursuit of profits – often with 
the help of governments! In 2015, the heads of the European Union connived with car 
manufacturing giant Volkswagen to cover up the rigging of 11 million VW diesel cars 
with devices that allowed them to cheat pollution regulation tests!

The UNIPCC report concluded that it would cost approximately $900 billion annually 
to put into practice the measures necessary to end climate change. This would only 
total around 2% of world GDP. But are we to believe that the very same big businesses 
who have gone to such damaging measures thus far to protect their profits will simply 
give up this money willingly? 

Even the Paris climate agreement, hailed in 2015 by politicians as a “turning point 
for the world”, is legally non-binding and even allows world leaders to set their own 
targets, which are then voluntary. Some scientists have even gone as far as to argue that 
even if you add up everything that the 190 plus countries who currently are still in the 
agreement are currently doing, global temperatures are still projected to rise to above 3C!

This complete farce at the highest level of our society – 
amongst politicians and big businesses not just in one 
or two countries, but the world over – shows why we 
cannot afford to place any confidence whatsoever in 
the capitalist class or their political representatives to 
end the climate crisis. That’s why the rotten system of 
capitalism has got to go.

But what kind of system change do we need to fight 
for? What system do we think is necessary to replace 
capitalism with which can secure the future of the 
planet and reverse the effects of climate change?

The system change 
we need is socialist 



We say we need to fight for a socialist alternative to the system of capitalism. A 
socialist society would mean that the planet’s resources – natural, as well as economic 
– are democratically owned and controlled by the working class majority in society. 

Practically, this would mean taking the energy generating and transport industries 
into public ownership, under the democratic control and management of the working 
class. The nationalisation of those industries would mean 
taking them out of private hands and placing them under 
our democratic control, allowing us to put an immediate 
halt to the toxic air pollution which these companies 
contribute towards. 

But to truly establish a world in which we can decide the 
future of the planet, we need to go further. The Socialist 
Party says that by nationalising the top 150 biggest 
businesses in Britain which control a huge 80% of the 
economy, including the banks, the finance houses, and 
the big polluters, it would be possible to democratically 
plan what our society produces.

Nationalising these big banks and companies along with 
their wealth would enable us to direct the urgent levels 
of investment needed into green and renewable energies – to invest money not to 
generate a profit for the super-rich 1%, as is the case currently under capitalism, 
but into things which we as young people and a planet need. For example, into 
funding the rapid conversion from fossil fuels to renewable energy sources, like wind, 
wave and solar power, as well as escalating research into green energy. To fund an 
expansion of public transport facilities, with fare subsides, in order to encourage 
quick switches from private transportation.

Socialism would also mean taking the construction industry giants out of private 
hands and into our control. According to the UK Green Building Council, buildings in 
Britain account for approximately 30% of carbon emissions annually. On the basis of 
a socialist economic plan, a massive programme of energy saving measures could be 
implemented, including the building of millions of carbon neutral homes.

This is the potential of a society run along socialist lines. If capitalist chaos has 
destroyed our planet, then socialist planning can save it!



students and young people are not only angry about climate change. Our futures are 
being destroyed in a whole manner of ways.

In every way and every day we are told that our future is not important. The message 
is – if you are not part of the super-rich we don’t care if you sink or swim. So our only 
choice is to fight back!

Vicious funding cuts are destroying our education. Up and down the country, 
students are left without the proper resources and equipment needed to learn in 
schools. Cuts to support staff and services as well as teaching assistants in schools 
leave us hugely disadvantaged – not to mention callously throwing those staff onto 
the scrapheap once their jobs are cut.

And what waits for us once we finish school and college? Universities that saddle us 
with a lifetime’s worth of debt, and beyond that in the world of work, insecurity and 
low pay.

When it comes to housing, things aren’t any better. The complete lack of affordable 
housing, combined with rip off rents and dodgy agency fees, as well as government 
cuts to housing benefit for young people, mean that if young people aren’t being 
forced out onto the streets, they’re being forced to live with their parents – 1 in 4 
people aged between 20 and 34 are stuck living at home in 2019.

We have nowhere to go. Years ago young people could go to youth clubs and there 
were places to play sport for free. These have been closed or you have to pay. Well 
what if you have no money? Libraries are shrinking and closing too. The services that 
used to help young people plan their future like careers services have been cut too.

Equally devastating is the effect of austerity on wider society. Cuts to our public 
services, schools, the NHS, as well as a complete collapse of wages and living 
standards for workers have thrown millions into poverty, while the super-rich 
continue to increase their wealth by disgusting proportions – specifically, by 10% last 
year, meaning that  the 1,000 richest individuals in Britain now own a total of £724 
billion.
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But it doesn’t have to be 
like this. These austerity 
policies, which are 
designed to make working 
class, middle class, and 
young people pay for the 
economic crisis which was 
caused by big businesses 
over a decade ago, are 
carried out by the Tories in 
the interests of the super-
rich to protect their ability 
to make profits. But on the 
basis of getting organised, 
we can fight against 
the Tory axe wielders 
– and kick them out of 
government!

To defeat austerity for 
good, we need to not only 
resist the cuts themselves, 
but get rid of the system 
which demands them – 
capitalism. That’s why the 
Socialist Party fights for 
a socialist alternative to 
capitalism – for a society 
in which the needs of 
working class and young 
people, as well as the 
planet, are the priority. 
We fight for the taking of 
the wealth off the super-
rich 1% to provide for 
the needs of the working 
class majority and young 
people.

Fighting for our future means fighting for:
End all cuts to public services! Reverse funding cuts 
to youth services, careers services and community 
centres locally.

Ban all zero hours contracts. Trade union struggle 
for a £10 an hour minimum wage for all workers, 
regardless of age as a step towards a real living 
wage. 

Scrap tuition fees! Abolish university tuition fees now 
and introduce a living grant. No to academies and 
‘free schools’! Cancel all outstanding student debt.

For a massive building programme of council 
housing, on an environmentally sustainable basis, 
to provide good quality homes with low rents. Scrap 
agency and contract fees – for rent controls now!

For the right to vote at 16!

For public ownership of the energy generating 
industries. For major research and investment into 
replacing fossil fuels with renewable energy and 
into ending the problems of early obsolescence and 
unrecycled waste. 

A democratically planned, low-fare, publicly-owned 
transport system, as part of an overall plan against 
environmental pollution.

Tax the super-rich! Nationalise the top 150 
companies and the banking system that dominate 
the British economy, and run them under 
democratic working-class control and management. 

A democratic socialist plan of production based 
on the interests of the overwhelming majority 
of people, and in a way that safeguards the 
environment.

No to the bosses’ neoliberal European Union and 
single market. For a socialist Europe and a 
socialist world!



the climate strikes have been very successFul in involving 
big numbers of students and bringing attention to the 

climate catastrophe. But this is only the start of what is 
needed to fight for our future.

The students striking in 2019 stand in a great tradition 
of young people organising themselves to fight for their 
rights and against injustice. In 2003 school students 
walked out and led the way in the movement against the 
war in Iraq shouting ‘No Blood for Oil’. 

In 2010 a mass student movement erupted in protest 
against the scrapping of the EMA payments to 
college students of up to £30 a week and the trebling 
of university fees by the then Tory and Lib Dem 
government. 

In 1985 a quarter of a million students walked out 
against forcing young people to work for their benefits 
and they won. Of course young people’s rights have 
suffered massive attacks since then – but this proves that 
organising can win.

What a students’ union can provide is the chance to 
bring together all of those who want to be involved in 
fighting back in your college or school. Together your 
voice is stronger – against bullying management like at 
St Aloysius College where students went on strike on 1 
April, against climate change, for more sports facilities, 
or whatever the issues in your area are.

Why do we need a 
students’ union?



organising school and college student unions - a guide

Get as many people involved as possible. Set up 
a group in your school or college by advertising a 
regular meeting point, time and date.

These meetings can discuss and decide where to 
meet on strike days, what time, whether you will 
have a demonstration, etc. These meetings can 
also ensure that anyone with questions and ideas 
can put them forward.

Give out leaflets and sign up students to taking 
strike action. This helps to build the unity of the 
strike days. Put up posters if you can, ask to 
speak to classes, organise a debate on the climate 
catastrophe, the housing crisis or youth crime and 
the cuts to youth services and youth clubs, lack 
of facilities, unfair school rules, or another issue 
affecting young people.

We have the following material available; leaflets, 
posters, pledge forms, letters to give to the 
teachers' unions and other unions asking for 
support, stickers.

what can you do?
The best way to involve as many people as possible is 
to give them a say. Being organised in a union means 
you can come together to democratically discuss the 
issues, what it is you want and how you want to make 
your voice heard which could include: 

a sit-down protest in the school yard

leafleting to ask students, staff and parents for 
support for your just cause

a strike – maybe coordinating with trade unions in 
the school

support for a strike by teachers or other staff

organising a group to join in with national protests 

or even to start off – a debate on why your issue is 
important 

But the first thing is to advertise a meeting open to all 
those who are interested to get the ball rolling.

Defend the right to 
organise and protest

While some heads have 
been supportive of 
students protesting and 
getting organised, this is 
not normally the case. 
The students faced with 
detentions and exclusions 
for participating in the 
climate strikes must be 
defended. When students 
walked out against the 
Iraq war, Socialist Students 
helped them organise 
to defend their right to 
protest and build links 
with trade unionists who 
fought with them for that 
right. 

Please see the Socialist 
Students website for 
model campaign material, 
including to get support 
from trade unions: www.
socialiststudents.org.uk 



there are a number oF vital questions that are posed in 
the fightback against the climate change, poverty and 

exploitation inherent in the capitalist system. What do 
we need to do to put capitalism in the dustbin of history 
and who in our society can do it?

We as socialists think that the people who have the 
potential power to change society and build a socialist 
world are the working class.

The working class is those people who have to work by 
selling their labour to make a profit for the bosses who 
own the buildings, land, machines, software, patents, 
etc. That’s the majority of us when we leave education, 
but also the majority in society as a whole.

Capitalism is based on production for profit and not for 
social need. The working class creates new value but 
receives only a portion of that new value back as wages. 
The capitalists take the rest – the surplus.

We can glimpse workers’ power when they go on 
strike, collectively organising to stop work. When the 
bosses and managers don’t come in it doesn’t stop 
things moving. But everything grinds to a halt when the 
workers aren’t there. When the tube workers organise a 
strike big business loses millions of pounds.

Workers also share a collective experience of working 
alongside each other, facing the same struggles against a 
common enemy, the bosses. And those fighting against 
low wages at a supermarket are fighting the same fight 
as those fighting for better conditions in a factory or call 
centre for example.

The role of the working 
class in our struggle



It’s through workers using their collective power, getting organised and fully realising 
their strength in society and using it that we can transform society along socialist 
lines.

At the moment the bosses – the capitalists, have at their disposal many powerful 
weapons to keep themselves in power. The pro-capitalist media is owned and run by 
big business and ultimately represents their interests. They put forward the idea that 
what is good for the capitalists is what’s good for us all and that there is no alternative. 

We fight for education for all but we, the teachers and society need a say in the 
curriculum and how schools are run through democratic bodies and under control 
of local councils not academy bosses. Through this we could fight for the inclusion 
of the role of the working class in making history not just kings and queens, socialist 
ideas, not devaluing certain subjects and other ways education could be run in all our 
interests. 

The capitalists have political parties and politicians which represent their interests in 
parliament, the Tory Party though currently wracked by crisis has historically been 
the most stable and reliable party for capitalism in Britain. The Blairites in the Labour 
Party are the same; they stand for what’s good for the bosses not what’s good for 
ordinary workers and young people.

But when workers get organised and start working together against the bosses, their 
power is massive. One of the ways that workers get organised is in six-million strong 
trade unions based on where they work. It’s mostly through these organisations 
that workers organise strike action and can fight for their members’ rights through 
collective action in the workplace.

The youth climate strike movement has been inspirational showing that young people 
are willing to fight back. Workers have been inspired to fight back too.

Workers in teachers’ unions can organise and take action against any punishments 
to students. Contacting local workers and trade unions to get them to support your 
strikes will give momentum and broaden out the movement into one powerful 
enough to get rid of capitalism and put to bed this system that causes climate chaos 
by linking up with them.

Socialist Students has produced model material to help your campaign link 
up with local groups of workers. 



Tories Out – 
to fight climate change

one oF the demands put Forward by others in the climate change movement 
including Extinction Rebellion is to call on the Tory government to declare a 

Climate Emergency and to commit to going carbon neutral by 2025.

But unfortunately, one of the problems with this demand is that the ruling Tory 
party will do whatever they can to act in the interests of the capitalist class.  A climate 
emergency declaration would be a victory, but there is a huge risk that like other 
political gestures that have come before it, including the Paris agreement, it will be 
nothing but lip service. While trying to paint themselves as green and eco-friendly, 
the Tories would be doing everything possible to defend the interests and profits of 
the big polluters as they carry on destroying our planet.

The mayor of London Sadiq Khan has declared a climate emergency and urged the 
UK government to do more to avert an ecological breakdown. But in his election 
campaign he pledged to be “the most business-friendly” mayor yet and he has 
been an opponent of Jeremy Corbyn. It is impossible to do what is necessary for the 
environment while also acting in the interests of the capitalist class.



That’s why central to our movement should be getting the Tories out and organising 
mass action to achieve this. The Tory party is currently split down the middle by 
arguments over Brexit. A mass movement of young people and the trade unions 
fighting for a general election could do this. A programme of mass national protests 
and strikes is what we need.

The Socialist Party is fighting for a general election and for a Corbyn government to come 
to power with a socialist programme. Within the Labour Party, the right wing Blairites 
are viciously opposed to Corbyn and the anti – austerity ideas which he stands for.

We think Corbyn should stand with policies that are massively popular with young 
people and workers. His call for free education, renationalising the NHS and the 
railways were key in him getting support in the 2017 General Election.

But we think that Corbyn needs to go further. He should call for the democratic 
nationalisation of the big six energy companies, the banks and the big corporations 
that hold the levers of power in the economy. Taking these into public ownership 
under democratic control and management this would be a step towards a socialist 
society capable of putting an end to misery, inequality and climate chaos.

But climate change is something that affects everyone across the world. And 
capitalism is a global system. It is not enough to build socialism in one country; we 
need to fight to transform society across the globe. The Socialist Party is part of an 
international organisation, the Committee for a Workers’ International, which fights 
for socialism across the world.



We need a political voice

students have been clear – we have to protest because the Tory government have 
proved themselves to be absolutely useless when it comes to the urgent action 

that’s needed to save the planet for future generations. So without doubt the strikes 
have been political. 

But the vast majority of students joining the strikes are not members of political 
parties. Why would they be? Young people have every reason to hate the Tories. 
Fewer that one in ten young people voted for them in 2017 and that number would 
probably be even lower now! 

Thousands of young people have supported Jeremy Corbyn’s anti-austerity stand as 
leader of the Labour Party. But unfortunately at local level the people in charge and the 
majority of the parliamentary party do not share our support for free education, a £10/
hr minimum wage or oppose austerity cuts that have destroyed youth services, etc. 

So it is not at all obvious that political parties can be useful in our fight for a future. 
But the problem is that without a political party we do not have a voice when it comes 
to how the country should be run – and in whose interests. The Tories and the anti-
Corbyn wing of the Labour Party ultimately defend the capitalist system. What choice 
do we have when it comes to selecting the parties that could form the government 
and make decisions over energy, transport, schools, etc? 

So we need a mass workers’ and young people’s party that stands for decent living 
standards for all. That means transforming Labour – giving members the right to 
remove the pro-cuts, pro-capitalist MPs and councillors, bringing the trade unions 
in as a voice for the working class in a democratic way, and fighting for a programme 
that offers us a future – a socialist programme.

It would be part of returning the Labour Party to a modern version of its founding 
federal structures to defend the working class. This would enable all socialist and 
working class forces – including the Socialist Party - to come together to build a 
powerful, 100% anti-austerity party.

Join the Socialist Party to fight for our future
The Socialist Party is fighting for a fundamental change in society. The enormous 
wealth, the industry, the skills, science and knowledge which exists in Britain should 



be harnessed to meet the needs of all and the environment rather than, as it is at the 
moment, to increase the wealth of a few, the capitalist class. 

We support every step towards the measures outlined on the previous pages which 
would improve the lives of the majority in society and protect the environment. That 
is why we have supported and campaigned for the election and re-election of Jeremy 
Corbyn as Labour leader and in the general election. Prior to his election the Labour 
Party leadership was clearly pro-austerity, pro-privatisation and pro-capitalist.

But, if you want to see such a programme become a reality it is not enough to sit back 
and wait for a Jeremy Corbyn-led Labour government. The best thing you can do is 
join the Socialist Party.

We campaign for the Labour Party to be transformed into an anti-austerity party in 
words and deeds both nationally and locally. Labour councils around the country 
are closing youth services, etc – we say they should set no-cuts budgets as the basis 
for supporting young people. This is also vital preparation for what would come after 
a general election. The capitalists would inevitably attempt to sabotage a Jeremy 
Corbyn-led government. 

But as long as we live in a capitalist society working class people will face endless 
attempts to attack and undermine any steps forward we successfully win. That is 
why we campaign for a break with capitalism and the building of a new, democratic 
socialist society. 

It is necessary to nationalise the 125 or so major corporations and banks that 
dominate the economy in order to be able to begin to build a socialist, planned 
economy which could meet the needs of all and protect the environment. Those who 
oppose nationalisation argue it would be too expensive to compensate the fat cats 
company owners. Our answer is simple. Compensation should only be paid to small 
shareholders who actually need the money. The billionaires who’ve been driving us 
into poverty for decades shouldn’t get a penny. 

Whenever workers and young people are fighting back you will find the Socialist 
Party supporting them. We have a long and consistent record of helping to organise, 
assist and lead struggles – based on mass action – to defend and improve the lives of 
working class people.

This pamphlet has been produced by young members of the Socialist 
Party. If you agree with what we have written we hope that you will 
consider joining our party. As a first step please get in contact to 
discuss these ideas. We welcome your questions, comments 
and thoughts on what we have written here.


