
fight BACK against 
poverty pay!

socialist
students

Support the McStrikers! On October 4, young workers across the 
food and hospitality industry walked out 
of their workplaces in an inspiring strike 

action against poverty pay. Young workers 
from McDonalds, TGI Fridays, Wetherspoons, 
and UberEats co-ordinated nationwide strike 
actions in an unprecedented fight back 
against their mega rich, super exploitative 
bosses. Rallies held in towns and cities 
across the UK demanded an end to zero 
hours contracts, poverty pay and bullying in 
the workplace. 

It was revealed recently that close to half 
of workers who are employed on zero hours 
contracts want to be able to work more 
hours and be given more stable and regular 
work patterns. It’s no surprise! While young 
people’s wages stagnate, the prices for all 
the things we need to survive shoot up – the 
price of education, food, bills, and the rent.

It is now widely recognised that in 
London, the bare minimum wage needed to 
live is actually now £10.20 an hour. Yet the 
government’s national minimum wage is 
£7.83 – but only if you’re over 25! If you’re 
between 18 and 20 years old, you’re paid 
£5.90 an hour, and as little as £3.70 and hour 
if you’re an apprentice!

Meanwhile, the bosses of these companies 
rake in super profits year on year – more 
money than any of them could ever possibly 
spend! In 2017, McDonald’s boss Steve 
Easterbrook received a 94% pay increase, 
taking his total pay up to $15.4 million in a 
single year. 

The strikers know that their pay is a tiny 
fraction of the total value of the meals which 
they produce and serve up. Without them, 
Steve Easterbrook’s huge profits would be 
impossible.  

A whole new generation of young people 
are discovering that the best tool we have to 
fight back against poverty pay is collective 
action as working class people. By getting 
organised and joining a trade union, young 
people have the power to strike back against 
their exploitative bosses.

Join Socialist Students and the Young 
Socialists
Socialist Students and the Young Socialists 
will be out campaigning against low pay 
and in solidarity with striking fast food and 
hospitality workers. Come to our meeting 
to discuss how we can help strengthen the 
campaign for young workers’ rights and fight 
for at least a £10 an hour wage for all workers 
nationally regardless of age. Let’s call last 
orders on low pay, zero hours contracts and 
exploitative bosses!

JOIN A UNION AND fight back against 
THE ROTTEN bosses!

JOIN A UNION
“BY going on Strike we Believe that we can 

win. McStrikerS forced Mcdonald’S to 
give theM a paY riSe after theY firSt took 

Strike action, and our action in tgi fridaYS 
haS forced the torieS to attack eMploYerS 

for Stealing tipS.”

- lauren, tgi fridaYS worker

the MoSt effective tool Young people have 
to fight Back againSt their rotten BoSSeS 
iS to Join a trade union. get in touch with 

uS to diScuSS how You can Join Your 
union!

Join SocialiSt 
StudentS

text Join with your name & college/
university to 077493 79010

  
www.socialiststudents.org.uk/join

Email - socialistudents@gmail.com

Twitter - @socialistudents

Facebook - Socialist Students

Young
Socialists


