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Socialist Students presents One hundred years ago, 
revolutionary convulsions 
spread across Europe which 

put an end to the horrors of the First 
World War. In Germany in November 
1918, a workers’ uprising in Kiel 
triggered a movement which saw 
the overthrow of the German royalty 
- and eventually forced an Armistice 
which ended the Great War in order 
to, in the words of British Prime 
Minister David Lloyd George, ‘stop 
the spread of Bolshevism’. 

The breakout of a mass 
revolutionary movement in a 
Western and advanced capitalist 
nation, where the majority of workers 
supported a revolutionary Marxist 
party (the German Communist 
Party) signalled the opening up of a 
new epoch of world history – an age 
of international revolution. 

Of course, socialism was never 
achieved in Germany in 1918. But 
why did the revolution, after toppling 
the Kaiser, fail? 

Failures of the SPD
The German working class waged 
struggles so momentous that 
socialist revolution not only could 
have been completed once, but 
multiple times over in Germany 
between 1918 and 1923. The historic 
failure to consign capitalism to 
history in Germany falls on the 
shoulders of the leadership of the 

workers’ movement – particularly 
the German Social Democratic Party 
(the SPD). 

Having previously led the socialist 
Second International, the SPD’s 
politics quickly transformed in 
government. They moved to violently 
crush the revolution, and to murder 
its leadership – including German 
Marxists Rosa Luxemburg and Karl 
Liebknecht. 

The consequences of the failure 
by the SPD to lead revolution in 
Germany through to its conclusion 
would prove to be far reaching – not 
only opening up years of revolution 
and counter revolution within 
Germany itself, eventually paving 
the way for the rise of fascism, but 
influencing the future course of the 
Russian revolution as well.

Join us to discuss the lessons of 
the 1918 German revolution
Who were Rosa Luxemburg and 
Karl Liebknecht? Why were they 
both murdered by the German 
government in 1919? And what 
lessons do these events contain for 
socialists in 2018?

Join Socialist Students on the 
100th anniversary of the November 
revolution in Germany to discuss 
the ideas of Rosa Luxemburg, Karl 
Liebknecht, and what really ended 
the First World War – workers’ 
revolution.
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