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Women are in the front line. We are in the front line of 
sexism - on campus, in the workplace, on the streets, 

in the places we live and in the places we socialise.

We are in the front line of austerity. Cuts have hit all 
working class people hard. Women have tended to be 
among the hardest hit though, both as workers and as 
those disproportionately reliant on decimated public 
services.

Internationally, we are in the front line of attacks by 
vile reactionary politicians like Trump and more recently 
Bolsonaro in Brazil, both of whom used vicious sexist 
rhetoric in their election campaigns and threaten the 
legal rights of women won in struggle. 

Young people fighting back  
But young and working class women are also in the front 
line of the fightback internationally. In Spain, millions 
of young and working women and men have mobilised 
in the streets in student and workers’ strikes against 
sexism in the education system and the courts, led by the 
students’ union and the socialist feminist platform Libres 
y Combativas. And in Ireland, young women mobilised to 
fight for and win abortion rights in last year’s referendum 
on repealing the 8th amendment.

In Britain, Prime Minister Theresa May proclaims 
herself openly as a ‘feminist’. All the while her and her 
Tory government have viciously set themselves upon the 
lives of working class women – cutting domestic violence 
services and funding for women’s refuges. Austerity in 
general - job losses, falling living standards, and wage 
cuts, which affect working class men as well as women 
– have all eroded the economic independence of women, 
and by extension our ability to flee from domestic violence. 
While the housing crisis, itself a product of Tory austerity, 
can force women to stay in abusive relationships. Female 
street homelessness is rising more quickly than the 
overall rough sleeping population.

Socialist Feminism
But what are the ideas for our struggle needed to win 
liberation for women? Alongside a growth in socialist 
ideas, the last period has seen a rapid increase in the 
numbers of young people describing themselves as 
feminists.

This reflects an important radicalisation by a new 
generation of young people in particular, and the potential 
for the development of an anti-capitalist consciousness. 
However, it is necessary for socialist feminists to 
politically challenge those feminist ideas present in 
the global women’s movements which believe that the 
oppression of women can be resolved within capitalist 

society. To the ideas which prioritise sectional struggles 
by oppressed groups, Marxists counterpose the vital 
importance of the centrality of a united struggle by the 
working class to end oppression. 

Today’s form of class-based society - capitalism - profits 
from sexism in a number of ways. These can be direct, in 
the form of the super-exploitation of women workers or 
the use of sexist advertising to sell products, for example. 
They can also be indirect, like in the unpaid work millions 
of (especially) women carry out in the family - caring for 
children, the elderly and the sick.

What’s more, long before anyone coined terms like 
‘intersectionality’, Marx and Engels understood that 
class-based society generates huge numbers of different 
and specific forms of oppression, all of which are 
ultimately connected.

They argued at the time that different people suffered 
multiple oppressions and that the struggle to end 
oppression of all kinds is bound up with the struggle to 
transform society. They said that to pave the way for the 
ending of women’s oppression it would be necessary to 
re-found society on a socialist basis.

But how can we fight for this socialist transformation 
of society? And what would a socialist alternative to 
capitalism look like?

Socialist Students says that a united movement of 
the working class of all genders - built on a foundation 
of solidarity and organised around socialist ideas – is 
the only force capable of achieving this. International 
Women’s Day stands in this tradition, and was founded 
by socialist women over 100 years ago

Ending violence, discrimination and oppression against 
women requires a fundamental transformation in the 
way that society is structured and organised. Through 
democratic workers’ control and management of the 
major banks and corporations - moving away from the 
capitalist system based on inequality and exploitation 
to a socialist one founded on equality and co-operation 
- it would be possible to not just end the economic 
problems which women face, but to prepare the ground 
for eliminating sexism, sexual harassment, and cultural 
oppression too.

Join us in this meeting to discuss how a distinctly 
socialist form of feminism might differ from other ideas 
on how to fight sexism. And, more importantly, join us to 
discuss what a socialist feminist approach might mean 
practically for the fight to change society today.


