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Socialist Students presents... Over fifty years since the death 
of Che Guevara, he remains an 
inspiration to millions of young and 

working class people across the world 
as a symbol of struggle, defiance, and 
revolution. 

The 1959 revolution in Cuba, which 
celebrates its 60th anniversary in 
January 2019, saw the overthrow of the 
vicious and backward American puppet 
regime, headed by Dictator Fulgencio 
Batista. The 1959 revolution not only 
deposed the rotten dictatorship, but 
it eventually saw the overthrow of 
capitalism and landlordism themselves.

Attempts at counter-revolution
The super-rich in the United States, 
terrified by revolution on their front 
doorstep in the Caribbean sea, 
immediately set out to smother the 
revolution, imposing harsh economic 
sanctions and shipping embargos on 
the tiny island. For years, the American 
ruling class devised hundreds of plans 
to assassinate Fidel Castro, co-leader 
of the 59 revolution, and to invade Cuba 
itself – including the infamous and 
calamitous Bay of Pigs invasion in 1962.

Their efforts proved futile however. 
Instead, Cuban workers and peasants 
went on to struggle for one of the best 
healthcare systems in the world, free 
for all in society, as well as the abolition 
of illiteracy – this is thanks for the 
teacher-pupil ratio being one of the 
best in the world, with one teachers per 

57 inhabitants. For Cuban citizens, the 
average life expectancy is now almost 
18 years longer than in 1959 – when life 
expectancy was only 60!

Yet none of these gains would 
have been possible if it wasn’t for the 
nationalisation of big sections of Cuba’s 
economy and resources, which allowed 
the planning of Cuban society’s riches to 
provide for the desperate social needs of 
Cuban workers, peasants and students. 

But all of these and other impressive 
achievements within Cuba offer only 
a small glimpse of what would be 
possible within a truly socialist society 
– one in which a planned economy was 
democratically controlled and managed 
by the working class. The absence of 
such working class democracy in Cuba 
since the 1959 revolution is a key failure 
of Castro’s leadership.

Join us
Can such a society, one in which the 
economy is democratically managed 
and controlled by working class and 
young people, be built in Cuba? What 
lies in store for the future of the Cuban 
revolution entering into 2019? How 
can we fight to extend the gains of the 
1959 revolution in Cuba – including the 
introduction of workers democracy and 
direct management of the nationalised 
economy? Can Cuba move away from a 
one party state? Join Socialist Students 
to discuss these questions and many 
more.
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