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Donald Trump is here again. On his last visit, hundreds of 
thousands of workers and young people marched through 
the streets of London to say loud and clear that Trump, 

and his sexist, racist, bigoted, anti-working class agenda are not 
welcome in the UK. Again today we are out in the streets to voice 
our anger against Trump.

This time his visit falls only days before Theresa May steps 
down as Prime Minister. The Tories received less than 10% in the 
European elections and are in the deepest crisis in their history. 
It is clear they cannot offer young and working class people any 
solutions to the poverty and problems we face.

Ultimately they, like Trump, act in the interests of the capitalist 
class. The system they defend – capitalism - is based on 
exploitation of working-class people by the bosses, whether that’s 
through cuts and austerity, university fees, high rents, poverty 
pay or environmental destruction. We suffer – they get richer!

Trump was only able to get elected as President in 2016 
because people were angry – since the economic crisis in 2008, 
the rich continue to get richer, with the richest 0.1% in America 
taking home 188 times more in pay than 90% of the population. 

There was no candidate offering a decent future to workers and 
young people. Trump posed as ‘anti-establishment’, but we know 
that’s a lie: Trump is the billionaire President standing up for the 
super-rich. 

Similarly May and the rest of the Tories offer no future for young 
people or workers in Britain – be it the housing crisis, crippling 
student debt, poverty pay on zero hours contracts, the collapse of 
our public services, or the crucial issue of the environment. 

That’s why young people for the last several weeks have been 
boldly moving into action over the issue of climate change, 
walking out of their lessons. Huge applause met calls by Socialist 
Students in London on 24 May climate strike to not only turn the 
strike into a day of celebration at the resignation of May, but to 
build a movement that kicked the rest of the Tory government out 
of power.

But Socialist Students says to defeat Trump and the divisive 
ideas which he stands for, we need to fight against the system 
of capitalism with socialist policies – a programme which fights 
for and unites the working class against big business and their 
political representatives.
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The Tory government hangs by a 
thread. One final push could topple 
them completely and force a new 

general election. 

Our fightback against the Tories 
can be stepped up by organising 
school students’ unions - students 
democratically organising together. 
These can take a lead in building for 
walk-outs and demonstrations, and can 
also defend students against detentions 
and punishments. If you want help or 
to discuss what to do, contact Socialist 
Students.

It is vital we start building these now. 
Although the school year is nearly 
over, we know that the battle for a new 
general election and to kick out the 
Tories will extend into the summer – 
and the deluge of attacks we face as 
young people – cuts to our education, 
our access to affordable housing, 
public services etc - will not disappear 
by Autumn when the new school year 
begins.

The general election in 2017 allowed 
Corbyn to put his anti-austerity 
manifesto before millions of workers 
and young people. That manifesto, 
which included free education, an 
end to austerity, nationalisation of 
energy and the railways, and a mass 
programme of council house building, 
received huge support from workers 
and young people. Corbyn in a few 
short weeks surged through the polls 
from behind the Tories to shaving their 
Parliamentary majority and bringing 
them to the brink of collapse. 

A new general election would present 
Corbyn with an opportunity to build on 
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this. But a general election needs to 
be fought for. Corbyn should call on 
all workers and youth who want to 
see an end to Tory austerity to build 
a mass movement to achieve it. 

Students’ unions could play a 
vital role in this – not only helping 
us to get organised to fight for 
a general election, but allowing 
us to democratically discuss as 
students and young people what 
we demand of a Corbyn led anti-
austerity government and how we 
fight those who represent capitalism 
when they try to undermine such a 
government. 

Some in the climate movement 
– including Greta Thunberg – have 
spoken out about the need for 
a global general strike on 20th 
September. We support this call.

But a general strike needs to be 
fought for and properly organised. 
If this is to be achieved in Britain, it 
is vital that trade union activists in 
the workplaces across the country 
set about campaigning for this now, 
demanding that their leaders start 
building for strike action. 

The call for a general strike points 
towards who has the real power in 
today’s society, not those at the 
top but ordinary workers and young 
people. It’s the working class who 
run our society day to day – from 

the transport networks, to our 
schools and colleges, to the shops 
and the factories – it’s the working 
class who can grind capitalist 
society to a halt. 

A general strike could give hope 
to millions of workers and youth 
and the wider population that 
there is a force in society capable 
of challenging the environmental 
destruction and capitalist driven 
austerity - the working class.

It is also not inconceivable that the 
capitalist class would be forced to 
make concessions then, out of fear 
of such a movement developing and 
challenging their right to rule.

But such a movement would 
not only be able to defeat the 
Tory government, but to demand 
that a Corbyn led anti-austerity 
government goes further than 
his 2017 manifesto. Not only to 
nationalise the energy companies 
and the railways. But to nationalise 
the banks and big businesses which 
dominate and control our economy 
under the democratic control and 
management of workers and young 
people.  On this basis, a socialist 
society could be built to provide a 
decent future for workers, young 
people and the planet.  


