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Socialist Students presents Communism is back. And everyone’s 
talking about it: from breakfast TV to 
Teen Vogue. Young and working class 

people are eagerly discussing the question 
of what an alternative society might look like. 

Why?  Because the capitalist system – 
built as it is on exploitation, inequality and 
oppression – offers our generation little 
future.

Capitalism offers young people no future
A university education leaves us with half a 
lifetime’s worth of debt. Spiralling rents mean 
secure, high quality housing feels like a pipe 
dream to most of us. Wages are stagnant, and 
casual and zero-hour contracts are adding to 
crisis levels of anxiety and mental ill-health. 

Meanwhile the summer heatwave was 
accompanied by apocalyptic warnings of the 
unfolding environmental disaster capitalism 
has created. Even the air we breathe has 
been made toxic by an economic system 
whose highest law is an insatiable drive for 
profit – profit at the expense of all else. But 
could things really be different?

The Communist Manifesto
170 years ago, Marx published the Communist 
Manifesto. This historic document has had 
a greater influence on world history than 
any other political text. One of its great 
contributions was explaining the class nature 
of capitalist society. But is the role of the 
working class still central?  

And what was the communism of Marx and 
Engels? 

It certainly wasn’t the grotesque caricature of 
socialist ideas witnessed under the bloody and 
brutal Stalinist regimes which cast a shadow 
over the word ‘communism’ for much of the 
20th century. Leon Trotsky (along with Lenin, 
a leader of the Russian revolution in 1917) led 
the fight against Stalinist degeneration. He 
and his supporters faced persecution – and 
Trotsky was ultimately murdered – for doing 
so. 

So if Stalinism isn’t communism, what 
does it really mean? And how does a 
document written 170 years ago have a 
bearing on the pressing questions facing our 
society in 2018? 

What does the development of automation 
and artificial intelligence mean?  And what 
possibilities does it open up? How might 
a society based on the democratic, public 
ownership of the productive forces, use such 
technology to the benefit of everyone? 

“The philosophers have only interpreted 
the world, the point is to change it” Marx 
famously wrote. Theorising about what a 
future society might look like is one thing; 
organising to transform the world we live in 
is another. So this raises another question: 
What is necessary for us to achieve socialist 
change? Is a communist society really 
possible? Could a revolution happen today?  

Join us for discussion and debate on the big 
questions about communism, socialism, 
revolution and more. And – if you like what 
you hear – don’t stop there. Join us and get 
involved in the fight to change the world. 

170 YEARS OF THE COMMUNIST 
MANIFESTO
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