
FOR DECENT HOUSING, 
NOt STUDENT SLUMS!

socialist
students

Join the fightback Life is tough for young people. Low pay, 
poor conditions at work and student 
debt pervade our daily lives. Even when it 

comes to the question of housing, we find no 
respite from these monumental stresses and 
struggles. We are living through a generation 
defining housing crisis.

Many of us pay eye watering rents for 
shoebox sized rooms in our first years at 
university – at an average price of £133 a week 
outside of London, and unbelievably, £213 
in the capital itself! While the universities 
themselves offer 57% of all rooms available 
on campus and 43% are provided by the 
private sector, the number of new rooms 
delivered by the private sector was 87% in 
2017. 

In second year and beyond, we encounter 
landlords who fleece us monthly for housing 
which is often inadequate, and charge us 
arbitrary and eye watering ‘contract’ or 
‘agency’ fees simply for signing a contract 
with them.

But for many of us, we encounter and 
learn about the housing crisis years before 
we reach university. In one report released 
this year, it was found that 250,000 families 
in Britain today are raising children in ‘non-
decent housing’ – a vague term for homes 
which are infested with rats, have damp in 
the walls or have broken heating.

For young workers and students the 
prospect of owning your own home is a 
distant dream. Many of us instead are forced 
into the private rental sector and into the 

arms of ruthless and greedy landlords. As 
rents spiral out of control, its little surprise 
that today 1 in 4 people between the ages of 
20 and 34 are stuck living with their parents 
– a historic record!

And across the country, local councils work 
hand in hand with big business developers, 
selling them our publicly owned land and 
giving the green light for the construction of 
luxury housing which 99% of us have no hope 
of affording, socially cleansing the areas we 
grew up in.

This barbaric crisis is thanks to the system 
of capitalism, under which housing, like 
everything else that parasitic big business 
can get their hands on, is run to line the 
pockets of the rich. In its blind pursuit of 
profits, capitalism is totally unable to meet 
even the most basic needs of young people, 
even our housing needs.

Socialist Students fights for the creation of 
a new kind of society in which vital services, 
like housing, are run to meet the social needs 
of young and working class people, instead of 
being run to profit a handful of individuals.

SCRAP AGENCY AND CONTRACT FEES!

What We fight for: 
councils to use their spending and borrowing powers to build genuinely 

affordable council housing and to introduce rent caps on private 
landlords

 labour councils should implement corbyn’s call for mass council 
house building now – we can’t wait!

scrap all agency and contract fees!

for the university to inspect all private landlords advertising to students 
for quality and to implement a cap on rents that are advertised through 

the university

join socialist 
students

text join with your name & college/
university to 077493 79010

  
www.socialiststudents.org.uk/join

email - socialistudents@gmail.com

twitter - @socialistudents

facebook - socialist students


